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The Vinyl Division of the Society of Plastics Engineers 
exists to stimulate and encourage the interchange of non-
proprietary information, and to promote the scientific and 
engineering knowledge related to vinyl plastics technology.
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                                               VINYLTEC® 2024 Recap

Vinyltec® 2023 in Akron, Ohio was a resounding success with over 250 attendees. In addition to the largest in-person 
turnout for Vinyltec® in the last 10 years, our conference included a diverse mix of vinyl veterans and newcomers to the 
plastics industry. 25% of our attendees were first- timers, and the PVC 101 tutorial was a great introduction for people 
new to the world of vinyl.

Nearly a third of our attendees were under age 40 and possessing 5 years or less experience in PVC, and half of the confer-
ence was comprised of people who have been involved with the industry for less than 10 years. This healthy mix of new-
comers and seasoned veterans is a good sign for our industry. In addition, funds generated from the conference allowed 
us to return a substantial donation to SPE for education and scholarships. 

Be sure to mark your calendars for Vinyltec® 2024 in Chicago on October 22nd -24th. Your suppliers and customers will 
be there – will you?
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Awards Committee Chairman's Report

Awards were presented at Vinyltec® to recognize several outstanding contributions to the Vinyl Division. 

First a “Big Thanks” to all who served on the Vinyltec® 2023 Technical Program Committee and the Akron House Com-
mittee.  In tribute to all the volunteers and their efforts in planning and execution of the conference, the Vinyl Division 
recognized this year’s committee chairs; Raechel Sincavage Technical Program Committee Chair and Dave Schultz Akron 
House Chair.  Thanks to their combined efforts in leading their teams we had a very successful 2023 Vinyltec®.  As men-
tioned, in-person turnout was the largest in the last 10 years, and we are able to provide a significant contribution to SPE 
for plastics education.  

Each Year we promote the contributions to Vinyl by recognizing quality presentations that teach us about vinyl technology 
and business.  The Vinyltec® audience is the judge.  

The Awards Committee is proud to present Best Paper for Vinyltec® 2022 Awards
	 •	  Technical Paper Gold Award  – Marc Strand/ Robert Young. for Co-Polyester Additives for Rigid PVC    
	 •	  Technical Paper Silver Award –Bryan Debois for Industrial AI: Current State and Looking to the Future 
	 •	  Best Commercial Paper            – Matt Dobson for Polymeric Cladding: Sustainability, Resiliency and Design, 
		                                                          VSI Workforce Initiative 

The best papers for 2023 will be presented in Chicago at Vinyltec® 2024. 

This year’s winner of our Outstanding Service Award is Mark Lavach.  Mark has demonstrated long-term, outstanding 
service to, and support of, the Vinyl Division and the Society and its mission to support the development of plastics pro-
fessionals.  

This year our Technical Contributions Award went to Dr. Peter Frenkel.  Very well deserved as Peter also was recognized 
by the plastics industry as he became our newest SPE Fellow.  Congratulations.  

The Fellow awards ceremony will take place during the Society’s 82nd Annual Technical Conference (ANTEC® 2024) in St. 
Louis, Missouri on March 6.  Hope to see you there.  

Dave Schultz (Akron Chair), Sam Timpa (Vinyl Division President), Raechel 
Sincavage (TPC Chair).

Sam presents Silver Award to  
Bryan Debois (Industrial AI) 

Beth Griffin
Vinyl Division Awards Chairman
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Emma Springer is a Plastics Engineering Technology student at 
Pittsburg State University. Emma is working towards her 

Bachelor’s degree of Science in Engineering Technology. Emma 
is also working towards a Mechanical CAD Certificate. 

Currently in her senior year, Emma is set to graduate in the 
Spring of 2024. Prior to Pittsburg State University, Emma 

attended and graduated from Fort Scott Community College. 
She graduated in May 2021 with an Associate of Art degree, 
the same year that she graduated from high school. Emma is 
also a member and president of the Pittsburg State University 

chapter of Society of Women Engineers.

Thank you for awarding me the SPE Foundation Vinyl Plastics Division 
Scholarship for the Fall 2023/Spring 2024 school year. This $2,000 will 
really help me get through school during this next year. I am a Plastics 

Engineering Technology major in my senior year. I plan to graduate in the 
spring of 2024 and find employment in eastern Kansas. I sincerely thank 

you for this scholarship. It will help me get through this next year and 
start my future career without having to worry about paying for school. I 
really appreciate your generosity and consideration in this recognition. 

Andy Bourgeois
Andy Bourgeois

2023 Vinyl Plastics Division Scholarship Recipient

Vinyltec® 2023 Student Poster Photo Highlights
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Education Chair Report

Application Deadline May 31, 2024

Click here to get more details at the website.
Email completed application to Andy Bourgeois abourgeois@shin-tech.com 

Date________________

Name of Applicant______________________   __________________  ___________
                                    Last (family name)                    First Name                    Middle Initial

Home Address:
Street___________________________________
City_____________________________________ State/Province___________        Zip/Postal Code_____________
Home Phone_____________________     	                Email Address___________________________
Grade Point Average Last Semester_______________     Cumulative GPA___________
Parents Name(s)___________________________,           ______________________________
Addresses_______________________________________________________________
SPE # of Member Parent___________________
Hometown Newspaper________________________, ________________________________________________
                                                           Name                                                     Address

If Married, Spouse’s Name_______________________________________ 

College Information:
School applicant will attend in autumn_______________________________
School Address__________________________________________________
Major___________________   Degree Expected_______________________
If already enrolled in college, how many years have you completed?___________

(Transcript and photo must accompany this application)

Please see the following page for additional scholarship opportunities and available up to April 1, 2024
 

Andy Bourgeois
Andy Bourgeois,

Education Committee Chair

As of January 13 we have 15 student members in our Division. In this newsletter, I would like to focus on oportunities for 
scholarships. In addition to the SPE Foundation Scholarships (see next page) college students can also apply for the Vinyl 
Division scholarships.  These scholarships are open to children of vinyl division members in good standing for at least two 
years. 

https://spe-vinyl.org/
mailto:abourgeois%40shin-tech.com%20%20?subject=
mailto:abourgeois%40shin-tech.com%20%20?subject=
mailto:abourgeois%40shin-tech.com%20%20?subject=
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The SPE Foundation offers numerous scholarships to students 
who have demonstrated or expressed an interest in the plastics industry. 

They must be majoring in or taking courses that would be beneficial to a career in the plastics industry. This would 
include, but is not limited to, plastics engineering, polymer science, chemistry, physics, chemical engineering, me-
chanical engineering, industrial engineering, journalism or communications. All applicants must be in good stand-
ing with their colleges. 

APPLICATIONS FOR OUR 2024-2025 SCHOLARSHIPS ARE OPEN UNTIL APRIL 1, 2024.
ABOUT
The SPE Foundation, an affiliate of the Society of Plastics Engineers, offers numerous scholarships to students who have 
demonstrated or expressed an interest in the plastics industry. They must be majoring in or taking courses that would be 
beneficial to a career in the plastics industry. This would include, but is not limited to, plastics engineering, polymer sci-
ence, chemistry, physics, chemical engineering, mechanical engineering, and industrial engineering. All applicants must 
be in good standing with their colleges.

While most scholarships do not require specific knowledge or have special criteria, some scholarships are limited in scope. 
Please be sure to include the specific information that is required to be submitted with your application. Also, please do 
not apply for any scholarship for which you are not eligible.

ELIGIBILITY
Applicants for all Foundation scholarships, unless otherwise specified, must be full-time undergraduate students in 
either a four-year college or a two-year technical program or enrolled in a graduate program.
Applicants must have demonstrated or expressed an interest in the plastics industry.
Applicants must be majoring in or taking courses that are beneficial to a career in the plastics/polymer industry. This 
would include, but is not limited to, plastics engineering, polymer science, chemistry, physics, chemical engineering, 
mechanical engineering, and industrial engineering.
Applicants must be in good academic standing with their schools.
Financial need is considered for most scholarships. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applicants must complete a scholarship application and return it to The SPE Foundation. The application submitted must 
include: A completed application form. Click here for application form

Three recommendation letters: two from teachers or school officials and one from an employer or non-relative, all of 
whom know you well. The Extrusion Division/Lew Erwin, ACCE and Jackie Rehkopf Scholarship applications require 
that one recommendation letter must be from the Faculty Advisor associated with the Senior, MS, or Ph.D. project.
A high school and / or college transcript for the past two years. If you are unable to attach the transcripts to the ap-
plication, they can be emailed to foundation@4spe.org. or mailed to the address that can be found at the end of the 
application.
A list of current and past school activities and community activities and honors.
A listing of your employment history, starting with your most recent job where your involvement was in plastics/
polymers. Describe that activity.

All applicants are eligible for Foundation General Scholarships, and must submit a one or two page essay telling why you 
are applying for the scholarship, your qualifications, and your educational and career goals in the plastics industry. Ad-
ditional essays may be required for individual scholarships.

VALUE OF THE AWARD
Scholarship amounts vary between $1,000 – $6,000.   
Click here to go directly to the SPE Link

❧

❧

❧
❧

❧

❧
❧

 
❧
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https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3313
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3313
mailto:foundation%404spe.org.?subject=
https://case.edu/studentlife/ugadvisingsupport/students/honors-fellowships-and-awards/fellowships-and-scholarships/national-fellowships-and-scholarships/society-plastic-engineers-scholarships
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https://performanceadditives.us
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Councilor’s Report  January 2024

Since the last Councilors Newsletter article, the Vinyl Division had a Vinyltec® in Akron Ohio on 
October 10 to 12, 2023. It was a very successful event with excellent papers on vinyl technology. 
The primer before the conference was excellent and well attended. The next Vinyltec will be in 
Chicago. Watch for announcements regarding this conference. It will be at the Marriott O’Hare 
in October 2024.

The SPE Council held the election of officers for the International SPE last Fall. The following were 
elected for the 2024 term:  
•	 Scott Eastman won the election for President Elect.

The following won the election for Directors:
	•  Dr. Mubashir Ansari      •  Dr. Margret Sobkowicz Kline      •   James Waddell

The term for these newly elected officers has started on January 1, 2024. In addition to those elected, three or four direc-
tors will be appointed. We will see who these additions to the SPE Board of Directors will be at the next Council meeting 
at the ANTEC® in St. Louis. 

In addition to the election, the Board made changes to the rules. This information is available on the website.

2024 ANTEC® will be in St. Louis on March 5 to 7 at the Marriott Grand Hotel. There will be a council meeting and a 
leadership meeting on the first day of the conference. I will attend the council meeting and I will be representing the Vinyl 
Plastics Division. 

As I am from Chicago there will be a symposium to celebrate Glenn Beall where Beall has been active. Glenn has been a 
member of the SPE since 1960 and he has been active in many roles for the SPE since then. Please come to the ANTEC® 
to help us celebrate. 

Comments? Please let me know.	 Bill Arendt
William Arendt

Honored Fellow of the Society,
Vinyl Division Councilor

Left to right:
Pat Evans, Cindy De Jager, Peter Frenkel, Stu Parks, Danielle Macoretta, Phil Cascais, (Galata Chemicals)

Member in the News

The Fellow of Society program honors SPE 
members for their outstanding contributions 
in the field of plastics engineering, science/
technology, or in the management of such ac-
tivities.

Congratulations to Peter Frenkel for his contributions and official recognition in being named as a SPE Fellow!
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6/27/2023	 Hugo Villa

7/20/2023	 Gopinath Ramamoorthy

8/03/2023	 B. Kishan	

8/14/2023	 Jaya Chandra Hari Mangalara

8/152023	 Steven Connelly

9/07/2023	 Mangesh Champhekar

9/11/2023	 Harish Radhakrishnan

9/12/2023	 Tim To

9/13/2023	 Steven Landin

9/19/2023	 Juliana Montoya

9/20/2023	 Dustin King

9/22/2023	 Asya Tucker

10/04/2023	 Pawel Bozek

10/05/2023	 Craig Shoemaker

10/05/2023	 Farivash Gholamirad

10/05/2023	 Michael Komara

10/09/2023	 Amanda Peak

10/18/2023	 Wes Parson

110/25/2023	 Michael Smith

11/06/2023	 Dick Peerless

11/27/2023	 Shoreh Parandoosh

01/04/2024	 John Hensler

01/12/2024	 Darby Grech

01/13/2024	 Somtochukwu Okonkwo

Emily McBride
Emily McBride

Membership Chair, Vinyl Plastics Division

As of January 13, 2024 the SPE Vinyl Division was comprised of 352 members. 

Membership Report

Y-Tex Corporation	 Professional

Cornerstone Building Brands	 Professional

			   Student

Cargill			   Professional

Norac Additives	 Professional

Carlisle Construction Materials	 Professional

Iowa State University 	 Student

OxyChem			   Professional

Thermoaegis LLC	 Professional

Plastics Engineering Magazine	 Professional

Mississippi Polymers, Inc.	 Young Professional

Corning	Young 		 Professional

Stradomint			  Professional

GEON Performance Solutions	 Professional

Carlisle Construction Materials	 Professional

GEON Performance Solutions	 Professional

Peak Analytics		  Young Professional

CMI			   Professional

CMI			   Professional

Federal University of Technology	 Student

Videotron			   Professional

Westlake Corporation	 Professional

Canadian General-Tower Ltd	 Professional

University of Houston	 Student

  July 20, 2023 - January 13, 2024

Join Date	 Name	 Company Affiliation		            Member Status
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Award winning suppliers CAMC 
and TE Chemical join forces to 
provide even better value to their 
clients. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CNNC Titanium Dioxide 
Anatase and Rutile Pigment 
R-216, R-2196, R-2196+, R-213,  
R-2219, R-219 
 
AKPA Chemicals  
Organic Peroxides, Initiators,  
Accelerators BP-75, BP50 Color 
Pastes, Efox Di-tert Amyl and Butyl 
Peroxides Paint Driers Cobalt,  
Calcium, Zirconium, and mixed  
Driers. 

Shandong Ruifeng Chemical 
PVC Additives, Engineering  
Plastic Additives, PC/ABS Impact 
Modifiers. 
 
Hengda Silane Group 
Silane coupling agents,  
Methacrylate, Epoxy, sulfur, 
Chlorine, vinyl, Alkyd. 
 
Zhengzhou Hollowlite Materials 
The world’s most advanced  
production technology and process 
of Hollow Glass Spheres  

Call us today: (440) 937-4825 
34970 DETROIT RD, SUITE 213  

AVON, OHIO 44011.  
Warehousing in Newark, NJ, 

Brooklyn, OH, and Fairfax, SC 
www.te-chem.com 

Representing the following quality 
suppliers: 

https://te-chem.com/
https://www.noracadditives.com/
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       Column Width: 3-7/8” wide. 
The following options are available:

Option A	 One Column by 2” high	 $100
Option B 	 One Column by 4” high	 $150
Option C 	 One Column by 6” high	 $200
Option D	 One Column by 10” high	 $250
Option E	 8” wide by 5.25” high	 $250
Option F	 8.5 x 11 Bleeds to end of page	 $500

The Vinyl Division of the Society of Plastics En-
gineers is currently looking for businesses to fill 
sponsorship  opportunities in this newsletter publi-
cation. Not only does this help publicize your busi-
ness, but it helps to support our Division efforts to 
communicate more effectively with our members 
with our newsletter.

Acceptable formats are:  .bmp   .pcx   .jpg   .tif   .gif	 MS Power 
Point or Word, but please export as .pdf

File size limit: 700K   This is an electronic newsletter which is 
published to the membership and posted on the SPE website.  
Please also provide the website address you wish your sponsor-
ship to be pointed to when viewers click on your space.  We will 
embed this, we just need to know where you want this directed.

Contact Peggy Schipper for more information or to attach your 
artwork.

www.hollandcolours.com

We imagine, create and manufacture the highest quality 
solid and liquid colorants, color masterbatches and 

advanced polymer additives for your plastic products.
How can we help you? 

https://4kenrich.com
mailto:customerservice%404kenrich.com?subject=
http://www.4kenrich.com
https://hollandcolours.com
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http://www.fpcusa.com
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Shintech & K-Bin Supplying 
Innovative PVC Compounds & 

Resins for a More Sustainable World
www.Shintech.com

http://www.shintech.com/
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Innovative. Focused. 
Collaborative. Responsive.

DIN 30640 Std
Neuzeit Grotesk Light

PMS 307 Blue
PMS 423 Grey

Aurora Plastics offers the highest quality products and great 
service to customers looking for the very best polymer solutions. 
Our broad product portfolio is used for various applications, and we 
specialize in collaborating with you to find a customized solution to 
meet your needs. We back that up with an engineering technology 
services team that is best-in-class. That means when you have an 
idea, we’ll work with you to make it happen. 

Aurora Plastics’ facilities utilize quality systems that are ISO Certified 9001:2015  
with Design, setting the benchmark for product quality and lot-to-lot consistency.

For more information on how we can meet your polymer needs, call us today  
at 330.422.0700 or visit us at auroraplastics.com.

❯ Rigid and Flexible PVC

❯  Rigid Cellular PVC  
and TPE Foam

❯ Custom TPO

❯ TPE

❯ PVC/Nitrile

❯ Rigid PVC/Acrylic Alloys 

❯ CPE Alloys 

❯  Flame-Retardant 
Concentrates 

❯  Low-Smoke Zero  
Halogen Compounds

❯ Purge Compounds 

https://auroraplastics.com
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DIRECTORS

2021-2024
Curt Badeau
Mark Lavach
Lora Liang
Sylvia Moore
Roland Ruprecht

2022-2025
Steve Hargrave 
Rommel Hariprashad
Laurent Matuana 
William (Dave) Peeples
John Scott

2023-2026
Andy Bourgeois 
Phil Cascais 
Beth Griffin
Zachary Hoffman
Britanny Walls

Officers / Directors

Vinyl Division
Society of Plastics Engineers
100 Reserve Road, Suite B310
Danbury, CT 06810

Please join us on facebook.  
Click on facebook logo

When: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:00 AM 
CDT - Thursday, October 24, 2024 5:00 AM 
Where: Marriott Chicago O'Hare, Chicago, IL

ANTEC® 2024
When: March 4-7, 2024
Where: St. Louis, MO, 
Topics such as Recycling and AI in Polymer Processing 
to Injection Molding, Circular Economy, Sustainable 
Transportation...Plenary speakers will explore machine 
learning, innovative polymer design, and sustainable 
growth. Early rates and the ANTEC® All-Access VIP 
Experience opportunity ends on Jan. 31! Don't wait. 
Register Today!

Vinyltec® 2024

TPC Chair is now Brittany Walls (instead of Raechel) and TPC Sec-
retary is Phil Cascais (instead of Brittany)
Thanks,
Peg

mailto:KRush%40polyformproducts.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Vinyl-Division-of-SPE-1649635645313502/?ref=br_rs
https://www.4spe.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageID=8330&utm_source=social_share&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=ANTEC_2024&utm_id=ANTE_2024_Social_Share

